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DDA 74-5036 
30 DEC 1974 


MEMORANDUM FOR: Director of Central Intelligence 


SUBJECT : Requests for Information Concerning Agency Activities 


1. Reference is made to the morning meeting request of 2 December 
1974 that I look into the possibility of developing a bibliography of — 
unclassified articles on Agency activities, which might be released to 
private citizens requesting information concerning Agency activities. STAT 
It is understood that the proposal was advanced by Mr. 
a member of your Management Advisory Group. 
2. I arranged for an officer to talk to Mr Saas. STAT 
expressed the view that substantive press articles concerning CIA should 
be indexed and the bibliographic data should be retained in a computer 
system. When a letter requesting information is received by your Office, 
the requester could be provided with a listing of recent useful articles, 
whether they are favorable or unfavorable to the organization. 


3. Our research on this question brought forth the following points: 


a. Central Reference Service, DDI does not have an appropriate 
computer system to handle this requirement, and it is not feasible 
to piggyback it on the proposed SAFE computer program. 


b. CRS is shorthanded, with professionals working 100-150 hours 
of uncompensated overtime a week to keep up with existing require- 
ments for clipped articles.: 


c. The clipping service sponsored by Mr. Aiea Thisemiee has 
restricted capabilities because of a very small staff; it is designed 
to perform a limited function in keeping senior Agency officials ~ 
generally informed; and additional personnel would be required if 
there is going to be a requirement to focus on articles concerning 
the Agency. | 


d. The Office of Training has a responsibility in the "briefing" 
area, but they do not have the manpower to review articles about the 
Agency. 


e. It is understood that there is an average of about one out- 


side request per week, and most of these are from students at the 
secondary school level. 
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4. As with the suggestion that we have an up-to-date unclassified 
STAT film about the Agency, the proposal falls into the "nice to 
have'' category. I submit tnat: 


a. The volume certainly does not justify computerization. CLs 


b. This is not a priority issue, particularly at this time of  ,~ 
scarce financial and personnel resources. 


c. Serious students could certainly research the topic and 
come up with books and articles which present all points of view. 
Any reference material from the Agency could be construed as 
"biased." 


d. We could be accused of conducting a “public relations" or 
"public information" program, and it was your public position at 
the Los Angeles World Affairs Council in May 1974 that we are not 
in that business. 


5. In effect, I recommend that we punt on this proposal. If you 
still think the matter should be pursued in modified form, then I would 
Suggest that Angus Thuermer check the possibility of increasing the size 
of his staff to cover this new requirement. 


John F. Blake 
Deputy Director 
for 
Administration 
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Director of Central Inteldicence 


neq@uests for Infomation Concerning Agency Activitics 


1. Reference is nade to the morning meeting request of 2 Cecerter 
IS74 that. I look inte the possibility of developing a bibliceraphy of 


= 


unclassified articles on Avency activities, which might be released te 


private citizens requesting information concerniar Ag: iviti 
t is understood thet the proposal wss advanced hy ‘ar. 
& meter of your Manarerent. Advisory Group, 


2.  arrenced for an officer to talk te wf __d who 
expressed the view that. substantive press articles Goncem ne CIA ghoule 


be indexed and the bibliographic data should be retained in a commuter 
System. Sen a letter reouesting information is received by your Office, 
tie requester could be provided with a Jistine of recent useful articles, 
whether they are favorable or unfsverat:io to the organization. 


S. Our research on this question brought forth the following points: 


%. Central Reference Service, DDI does net have an aporepriate 
Computer system to handle this requirement, and it is not feasithis 
te piseyback dt on the proposed SATE comcuter srogran. 


b. CRS is shorthaled, with crofessionals working 195-155 hours 
of imcompensated overtice a week to keen up with existine Tequire- 
ments for clipred articles. 


¢. The clipping service spossored by Mr. Aneus Thoerear har 
restricted capabilities because of a very small staff: it $s Josdoned 
to perforn a Hnited fimetion in keeping senior Agency officials 
venerally informed: and additional versomel would be required i£ 
there is going to be a requirement to focus on articles concerning 


2. The Office of Training has a responsibility in the ‘briefing’ 
area, but. they de ret have the canpower ce review articles about the 
Agency . 

&. It is understood that there is an averere of about onc out- 


Side request per week, and most of these are from students at the 
secondary school level. 
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4. AS wits the sugeestion that we have an up-to-date unclassifiet 
film about the Asency, the[_____—_—| proposal falis into the “nice to 
Lave’ category. I submit that: 


a. ‘The volume certaicly docs not justify computerization. 


bh, This is not a priority issue, particularly at this time of 
scarce finencial an! persorme] resources. 


c. Serious stvients could certeinly research the topic and 
come tm with hooks anc articles which present all points of view. 
Any reference material from the Arency could be construed as 
“hiased." 


dé, We could be accused of conducting a “public relations” or 
‘yublic information" prooran, and it was your public position at 
the Les Angeles World Affairs Council is: May 1974 that we are not 
in that business. 


6, In effect, 1 recormend that we pumt on this proposal. Tf you 
still think the patter should be pursued in vodified form, then I would 
suggest that Angus Thuermer check the nessibility of increasing the size 
of iis steff to cover this new requireent. 
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_— 22 October 1974 | 
“Ms, Barbara Newton 
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NEWTON 


Dear Ms. Newton, 


Thank you for your letter of Septenber 30 


addressed to Mr. Colby. 


Mr. Colby has asked me to send you a copy of 


his speech made before the Fund for Peace conference 


on September 13. The conference! topic was 'CIA and 
Covert Activities”. At.the end of his statement, Mr. 
Colby spoke about the subject of Chile. I think you 
will find this helpful in your research. 


Sincerely, 


Angus MacLean Thueraer 
Assistant to the Director 


Ene. 7 
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STAT 


Director, 
Central Intelligence Agency 
Nasnington, D.U. : 


Dear Sir: 

43 a result ot a political science course entitled "“Cniie 
Revolution" in woich L am currently enrolled at Emory and 
Henry College, I am writing a researcn paper on "cavert Ul 
activities in Chili". 


Ayter reading various newspaper articles, weekly norsLletters 

callea Latin America, several books on the Arjende years 

(among wnich are Disaster in Cnili by Les Evans ana Tne VniLean 

Roaa to Sosiurisu by Dale b. Jonunson), and several.booxs about 

tne Central imtveilizence Agency (such as rhe Invisible vovern— 
é TSE. NS and Phomas B. Ross and Busts Serres Team b: OY 


PECINGS ¥), jt oormmrred to me thas I was vernans 
SUae aP a monyve-oited story. 
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